ABSTRACT
Introduction

Methods
Sample
The data were obtained from 277 male and 278 female white participants in the Fels, Guidance, Harvard, and Oakland longitudinal studies who were born between 1929 and 1960 (16-18 at ages from I to I 8 y are presented in Figure  1 . The correlations for males increased from 1 to 4 y, remained generally stable from 4 to 9 y, and then increased.
The correlations for females increased from 1 to 18 y except from I to 3 y and from 10 to 13 y. The correlation coefficients were 0.3 to 9 y in males and 4 y in females; after 4 y these correlations were greater for females than males, reaching m 0.6 and 0.7 at 1 8 y for males and females, respectively.
Prediction
The predicted probabilities of overweight at 35 y for those with childhood BMI values at the 50th, 75th, and 95th percentile 1ev-els are presented in For girls, the probability at the 85th percentile was 20-29.9% to 10 y, then 30-39.9% to 16 y, after which the probability was 40-80%. The probability of overweight at 35 y for those with a BMI at the 95th percentile was 20-29.9% from 2 to 6 y for boys and from 2 to 8 y for girls, then the probability was 30.0-39.9% until 9 y for boys and 10 y for girls after which the probability was 40-80% for both sexes.
Discussion
The most widely used ratio to assess overweight is the BMI. 
